TRANSLATION OF “HA BAMA’s”  coverage of The Festival’s Awards

“Neighbors” was the big winner at the 22nd annual Haifa International Childrens Theatre Festival Competition.

 The Nephesh Theatre and Theatre Mofa Co-production of “Neighbors” created by Director Roy Segev and actors Amnon Wolf and Yuval Cohen, won Best Production as well as five additional prizes: Best Play, Best Director, Best Actor, Best Costumes and Best Music. In the competition there were 6 world premieres of original plays.

From the Judges’ adjudication “Neighbors” was cited as “Containing all the elements inherent in theatre unifying them into a complete and whole creation, filled with poetic wisdom. This is a production about territory, presented in a Chaplinesque style employing a  balanced gentle slapstick clowning whose characters are designed with precision, warm and humane, creating a special moving experience for children and adults alike”

The Judges included Noah Lancet, Nava Semel, Dr Ophir Mamon, Moshe Kepten, Oz Morag, Oren Dar and Dina Peleg.

The Playwrighting Award was given  to the three co-creators:Roy Segev, Yuval Cohen and Amnon Wolf. “The uniqueness of this play is it does not employ language in the regular manner nor rely on verbality. The play presents a story, conflict, characters and drama that progresses in a special language filled with humor and originality…even the important social  themes  are instilled onto the stage gently and with perception.

The directing prize was awarded to Roy Segev for his direction of “Neighbors”. “Roy succeeded in  creating with minimilistic  elements a detailed and rich stage realm and create a vision that is inspiring and hilarious. He gently guided together with his fellow artists achieving a fascinating creation brimming with charm”

Best Actor went to Yuval Cohen for “Neighbors”. “He brought to the stage a quality that was both  lyrical and humane. He displayed acting virtuosity and design of character that completes a full process from the play’s outset till its finish employing a physical comedy that  is so detailed precise deep and poetic that is rarely seen.”

The Best Composer prize was awarded to Yuval Mesner  for“Neighbors”.”Yuval Mesner created a theatrical colorful and playful world full of life and feeling. The music played a central force -a full partner to the characters and their relationships. Mesner created a soundtrack that was not just functional but an artistic creation that stands on its own.”

Costume Design went to Merav Danon for “Neighbors” “She created two opposite worlds both precise and subtle. The costumes supported the essence of their characters and stage actions communicating clearly and directly to the audience.”
